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5 tips for successful Family Home Evenings

1. Pray. Pray about the needs of your family as you consider topics for home evenings, 
and pray as you prepare.

2. Prioritize. Make Family Home Evening a priority; learn to say no to other activities. 

3. Involvement. Involve everyone in the family; help little children take part.

4. Commitment. Be committed and be consistent. Set a designated time and stick to it. Holding
Family Home Evening on a weekly basis takes dedication and planning on the part of all
family members.

5. Relax and enjoy it. The most important thing your children will remember is the spirit they feel
in your family home evenings and activities. Be sure the atmosphere is one of love,
understanding, and enjoyment.



Tithing
Thought:
To those who faithfully and honestly live the law of tithing, the Lord promises an abundance of
blessings. Some of these blessings are temporal, just as tithes are temporal. But like the outward
physical ordinances of baptism and the sacrament, the commandment to pay tithing requires
temporal sacrifice, which ultimately yields great spiritual blessings.

(Robert D. Hales, “Tithing: A Test of Faith with Eternal Blessings,” Ensign, Nov. 2002, 26)

Song:
“I Want to Give the Lord My Tenth,” Children’s Songbook, p. 150 

Scripture:
Behold, now it is called today until the coming of the Son of Man, and verily it is a day of
sacrifice, and a day for the tithing of my people; for he that is tithed shall not be burned at his
coming.

(Doctrine and Covenants 64:23)

Object Lesson:
For this object lesson, you will need ten pieces of candy. Before family home evening, confide
with a family member and explain that at some point during the lesson you will give him or her
ten candies as a gift but then ask for one back. Tell the person to resist and refuse to give one
back.

As your family gathers together, find some reason to give the candy to the particular family
member as explained above. When the person refuses to give one candy back, ask your family to
silently read 3 Nephi 24:8–12. Have them look for how these verses relate to the experience they
just witnessed. Read these verses again, aloud as a family, and ask:

• Why do some people not pay tithing?
• What blessings will the Lord pour out upon a person who pays tithing?
• What are some blessings that are specifically mentioned in verses 11–12 and how can
they be applied to our modern situations?

(Dennis H. Leavitt and Richard O. Christensen, Scripture Study for Latter-day Saint Families: The Book of Mormon,
[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003], p. 309.)

Story:

"That First Tithing Receipt"

President Spencer W. Kimball

When I was a little boy in Thatcher, Arizona, my father, desiring to teach his children industry,
thrift, and tithing, turned over to my sister Alice and me a patch of potatoes which he had planted.

I hoed the weeds and helped to irrigate the potatoes until they were ready to dig. Then Alice and I
dug and cleaned and sorted them. We took the larger ones of uniform size and put them in a box

and loaded them in my little red wagon. Then, after putting on clean overalls and dress, we
pulled the little red wagon with its contents to town.



We sold our merchandise to some of the neighbors, but a kindly sister who operated the hotel was our
best customer. She looked them over and bought from us regularly through the season.

After selling our first load we were so happy we could hardly wait to get home to tell our parents of
our success.

Father listened to us count our money—a very great amount, it seemed to us. Then father inquired:
"That's capital! Now what will you do with your money?"

We thought of ice cream cones and candy and Christmas presents we could buy. Then in his
characteristics and impressive way, our father said: "Now you haven't forgotten the bishop, have you?
The Lord has been kind to us. The earth is his. He sent the moisture and the sunshine and all we did
was to plow and plant and cultivate and harvest. One-tenth we always give back to the Lord for his
work. When you have paid your tithing to the bishop, then you may use the balance as you wish."

I think I still have in my keepsakes that first tithing receipt.

(Leon R. Hartshorn, Outstanding Stories by General Authorities, vol. 2)

Activities:
Place ten dimes (or other denomination of money) on a table. Ask a family member to use the money
you placed on a table, and demonstrate what “tithing” would be on ten dimes. Discuss the following
questions:

• What is one tenth of $100? $1,000?
• Do you think it is harder to pay tithing on a little or a lot of money? Why?
• What is tithing used for? (Building churches and temples, and other church owned buildings,
maintenance and upkeep on the buildings, missionary work, paying church employees, and
stake, ward, and branch budgets.)

• What blessings have come to you from paying your tithing? 

(Dennis H. Leavitt and Richard O. Christensen, Scripture Study for Latter-day Saint Families: The Doctrine and Covenants,
[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2004], p. 266.)



Refreshment

Dilly Dip

This dip is great with crisp vegetables.
1 cup sour cream
1 cup mayonnaise
1 tablespoon chopped fresh dill weed or 1 teaspoon dried dill weed
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley
1 green onion, chopped
1 teaspoon garlic salt
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice

Fresh, crisp vegetables, such as carrots, celery, and pepper strips

Combine all ingredients, except vegetables, in a medium bowl. Refrigerate for at least one hour,
allowing flavors to blend. Makes 2 cups dip.

Serve with fresh vegetables such as carrots, celery, pepper strips, cauliflower, cucumbers, and zucchini.
For crisp vegetables, prepare and place in Ziploc bags. Fill with small amount of water and refrigerate
overnight. Drain and serve.

(Julie Badger Jensen, Essential Mormon Celebrations, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2005] p. 22.)
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